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del Tango M.G.. de Jalon D.G.2011. Riparian Quality Index (RQI): A methodology for characterizing and

assessing the environmental conditions of riparian zones. Limmnetica 30: 235-254,

Table 3. RQI Scores for assessing composition and structure of riparian vegetation status. Puntuaciones del RQI para evaluar el

estado de la composicion v estructura de la vegetacion riparia.

3. COMPOSITION AND STRUCTURE OF RIPARIAN VEGETATION

Assess each margin separately. Identify natural composition and strata structure of riparian vegetation and natural succession stages

fior the study reach

Look for differences between this potential vegetation and actual vegetation forms, number and coverage of exotic species and
abundance of mats, reeds, nitrophilous or ruderal species

Very good

Good

Moderate

Poor

Bad

Riparian vegetation in
natural condition.
Riparian corridor
including a mix of
species corresponding
to the native vegetation
associations of the river
segment, with different
strata (canopy,
understory, ground)
often including shade
and climbing plants. No
exotic species

Riparian vegetation
slightly altered by
human action.
Riparian corridor
containing most of the
species belonging to
native vegetation
associations of the river
segment. 1 ar 2 exotic
species with less than
10 % coverage. //
Scattered presence of
Rubus, mats or reeds
due to low-significant
riparian land-use.

Riparian vegeration
moderately altered by
human action.

Riparian corridor
containing only certain
species of potential
vegetation associations,
with scarcity of
understorey strata; or
including exotic species
with 10-30 % coverage
"

Moderate presence of
Rubus, mats, reeds,
thorny, ruderal or
invasive herbaceous
species (coverage less
than 30 %) due to
moderate intensity of
riparian land-use.

Riparian vegetation
significantly altered by
human action.
Riparian corridor
containing anly a small
representation of
potential vegetation
forms, or including
exotic species with
30-60 % coverage. //
Abundance of Rubus
mats, reeds, thormy
ruderal or invasive
herbaceous species
(30-60 % cover) due to
intensive riparian
land-use.

Riparian vegetation
badly altered by human
influence.

Riparian corridor with
more than 60 %
coverage of exotic
species. Or dominance
of Arundo donax
formations, Rubus
mats, ruderal or
INVasive Species
(coverage larger than
60 %), or overgrowth
of dense herbaceous
communities along the
bank indicating
artificial maintenance
of water level, or
nitrogenous
enrichment. //
Riparian vegetation
only with grass due to
human influence. //
Consider score 0 when
soil bank is sealed or
paved and riparian
vegetation is
non-existent.
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del Tango M.G.. de Jalon D.G.2011. Riparian Quality Index (RQI): A methodology for characterizing and

assessing the environmental conditions of riparian zones. Limmnetica 30: 235-254.

Table 3. RQI Scores for assessing composition and structure of riparian vegetation status. Puntfuaciones del RQI para evaluar el

estado de la composicion y estructura de la vegeracion riparia.

3. COMPOSITION AND STRUCTURE OF RIPARIAN VEGETATION

Assess each margin separately. Identify natural composition and strata structure of riparian vegetation and natural succession stages

for the study reach

Look for differences between this potential vegetation and actual vegetation forms, number and coverage of exotic species and
abundance of mats, reeds. nitrophilous or ruderal species.

Very good

Good

Moderate

Poor

Bad

Riparian vegefation in
natural condition.
Riparian corridor
including a mix of
species corresponding
to the mative vegetation
associations of the river
segment, with different
strata (canopy.
understory, ground)
often including shade
and climbing plants. No
exotic species

Riparian vegetation
slightly altered by
hunran action.
Riparian corridor
containing most of the
species belonging to
native vegetation
associations of the river
segment. 1 or 2 exotic
species with less than
10 % coverage. //
Scattered presence of
Rubues, mats or reeds
due to low-significant
riparian land-use._

Riparian vegetation
moderately altered by
human action.

Riparian corridor
containing only certain
species of potential
vegetation associations,
with scarcity of
understorey strata; or
including exotic species
with 10-30 % coverage
I

Moderate presence of
Rubus, mats, reeds,
thorny, mderal or
imrvasive herbaceous
species (coverage less
thian 30 o) due to
moderate intensity of
riparian land-use.

Riparian vegetation
significantly altered by
human action.
Riparian corridor
containing only a small
representation of
potential vegetation
forms, or including
exotic species with
30-60 9% coverage. //
Abundance of Rubus
mats, reeds, thorny
ruderal or invasive
herbaceous species
(30-60 % cover) due to
intensive riparian
land-nse.

Riparian vegetation
badly altered by human
influcnce.

Riparian corridor with
more than 60 %
coverage of exotic
species. Or dominance
of Arundo donax
formations. Rubus
mats, mderal or
Invasive species
(coverage larger than
60 %), or overgrowth
of dense herbaceous
communities along the
bank indicating
artificial maintenance
of water level, or
nitrogenous
enrichment. //
Riparian vegetation
only with grass due to
human influence. //
Consider score 0 when
soil bank is sealed or
paved and riparian
vegetation 1s
non-existent.
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